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AGENDA  
1.0 CALL TO ORDER 
 
2.0 CHAIRPERSON’S INTRODUCTION 
  
3.0  OF MINUTES of December 16, 2010 (addendum) and STATEMENT OF APPROVAL

WARRANT
 
4.0 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
5.0 U SHED BUSINESSNFINI   

5.1  ALG Report  – John Petersen/Xuan Kong 
eeting   5.1.1.   Draft Minutes of 1/31/11 m

5.2  Acton Finance Committee Report – Sharon McManus/Xuan K
l)  

ong (oral)  

             .4   FY icardi  
 

ove FY’12 APS Budget – VOTE

5.3  BOS Update – Herman Kabakoff (ora
5 ’11 and FY’12 Budget Update – Steve Mills/Don A

5.4.1.    Classroom Assistants 
5.4.2.    Number of Kindergarten Sections (oral) 

ht to meeting) 5.4.3.   Presentation slides (broug
  to Appr5.4.4.   Recommendation  – Steve Mills 

Petersen 

.6  Sub

 5.6.3. Poli
         5.6.3.1. y on 

dents (File: JFABB ) – FIRST 
READING – Marie Altieri 

5.5   Health Trust Report – John 
5.5.1. 2/10/11 meeting  

5 committee Updates  
n (oral)  5.6.1. Class Size – Terry Lindgre

 5.6.2. Long-Range Strategic Planning – Steve Mills (oral) 
cy – Sharon McManus 

 Recommendation to Approve New School Committee Polic
Admission of  Exchange Stu

6.0 NEW BUSINESS  
  

7.0 FOR YOUR INFORMATION  
.1  7   Superintendent’s Updates, Steve Mills 

   7.1.1. School Cancellations and Determining the Last Day of School (June 21, 2011) 

uditorium    

ary 1, Liza Huber 
 7.3   FY n Aicardi  

eri 

   7.1.2  Roof Safety and Snow Removal 
  In   7.1.3 terschool Council meeting on 2/9/11 

   7.1.4  Race To Nowhere Panel, March 15 at 7 p.m. in High School A
    http://www.racetonowhere.com/home 
 7.2   EL anuary 1 and FebruL Student Population Report – J

’11 Monthly APS Financial Reports, Do
7.3.1.  Budget Status Summary 
7.3.2.  Budget Status Summary - SPED 

Size Info - February 1, 2011, Marie Alti 7.4   Student Enrollment Numbers/Class 
 .5 7   Kindergarten Information Night Slides (1/11/11), Marie Altieri   
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mon Building 

5
3 . at Roche Bros.  

 Point of Sale System 

nder) 
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7   Curriculum Update, Deborah Bookis 
  7.6.1  Teacher-to-Teacher Initiative, Session I Feedback Sampling 
  7.6.2   Giant Traveling Map of Asia Coming to Acton and Boxborough Schools 

rs and Map Lovers, 3/3/11   7.6.3   Mapping the Past – Free workshop for Educato
  7.6.4   McCarthy-Towne School Change in NCLB Accountability Status 1/27/11 

ies from D.Krane re Change in NCLB Status                                 7.6.4.1. Letter to McT Famil
th   7.6.5   AB Star Party on February 28  6:30 – 9:00 p.m. Parker Da

th th   7.6.6    Grade Market Math Mania was February 8
rd th   7.6.7    Grade Market Math Mania on April 13  4:30 – 7:30 p.m

son  7.7   APS Food Services Reports, Kirsten Nel
   7.7.1. Annual Food Services Update and
   7.7.2. APS Food Services Balances FY’08 – FY’10 

1/22/11 bi   7.7.3. FY’10 APS Food Services Report (same as 
munity  7.8   Correspondence from the Com

   7.8.1  “Please Fund Teaching Assistants” 
   7.8.2  “Vote to Fund Additional School Assistant Hours” 
   7.8.3   “Proposed Funding of Teachers Assistants” 
 7   ks to School Newsletters:  

ool:      Acton Public School Presch       ://ab.mec.edu/Preschool/index.htmhttp   
   Conant Crier:           http://conant.ab.mec.edu/pto/newsletter.html
   Douglas Digest:         http://douglas.ab.mec.edu/index.html?pto/pto
   Gates Gazette:                           http://gates.ab.mec.edu/gazette.html
   McCarthy-Towne Bulletin:        http://www.mctptso.org/bulletin/
  Merriam Community News:  http://merriam.ab.mec. tmledu/newsletters.h   

.0 EXT 
 
8 N MEETINGS   

March 3 at 7:30 pm AB SC at R.J. Grey Junior High School Library 
 7:30 pm APS SC at GATES SCHOOL 
 7:30 pm Joint AB/APS SC at  RJG JH Library (serves as April meetings) 

(Note: January 20, 2011 APS SC meeting was cancelled.)   
 
9.0 ADJOURNMENT

  March 17 at
  March 24 at

 

http://gates.ab.mec.edu/gazette.html
http://www.mctptso.org/bulletin/
http://merriam.ab.mec.edu/newsletters.html
http://merriam.ab.mec.edu/newsletters.html
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Kindergarten Registration Kindergarten Registration 
EveningEvening
January 2011January 2011

Welcome Class of 2024!Welcome Class of 2024!
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KINDERGARTEN
Excite

ment Anxiety

Fun Independence
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“Open Enrollment”

• Parents specify order of preference 
for five elementary schools. 

• Lottery held in April for schools that 
are over-subscribed.

1/11/11 4

Timeline
• Tonight:  General Overview

Curriculum
Registration

• The next Two Months:  
Visit and learn about each of the five schools

• March 15 and 16  Register with order   
of preference.

• Mid-April   Lottery and school assignment.
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In the Acton Public 
Schools, You will Find

• Caring experienced Principals
• Rich Curriculum
• Exciting caring teachers
• Diverse engaged students
• Committed Parents
• Children who thrive

1/11/11 6

Welcome to a 
Day in the 
Life of a 

Kindergartener
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Typically, the Kindergarten day begins with choice time. This 
child directed time is a chance for children to transition into 
the school day, to explore the classroom, and to interact with 
their peers.

Choice Time
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Choice Time
Choice time is a great 
time to explore and build 
new creations.

Children explore 
topics together 
through fantasy play.
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When Choice time is over, the class 
comes together for Morning Meeting. 
This is a time for children to practice 
the hands on, listening and behavior 
skills they will need 
for school. 

Morning Meeting is also a time when 
children are actively engaged in 
important elements of the academic 
kindergarten curriculum. Meeting 
might include sharing a story, counting 
the days of school, or a discussion of 
weather.

Morning Meeting
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Teachers give children roles as helpers, which give the 
children opportunities to develop their sense of 
responsibility, and to experience a taste of leadership.

Morning Meeting
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After Meeting, it’s generally time for more teacher 
directed instructional time. Sometimes instruction is 
independent, sometimes it is done in groups, and sometimes 
there are whole class learning activities. As you will see, 
there’s plenty to do, endless fun to be had, and so much to 
learn!

Curriculum & Instruction
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In kindergarten children learn math through many hands on 
activities:

Counting with blocks Measurement

Geometric shapes

Mathematics
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Science in Kindergarten 
is a chance for children 
to improve their 
observational skills, and 
to become more aware of 
the world around them.

Science
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Reading a map

Guessing…what’s in the 
Mystery Box?

Nature Trails
Science

Looking through handmade binoculars
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In Kindergarten children work on a variety of pre-literacy 
and early literacy skills.

Reading and Literacy

1/11/11 16

Reading and Literacy
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The Kindergarten curriculum includes Art, Music, and Physical 
Education. These are critical components to the development of well 
rounded kindergarten students. 

Art, Music & Phys Ed
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Instructional time often includes art as part of many curricular
units. Art encourages children to use observational skills, to 
improve their hand-eye coordination, and to expand their 
imaginations and express themselves.

Learning through Art
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Value is added to the curriculum through the use of outside 
resources including visitors and fieldtrips.

Fieldtrips and Special Activities
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Snack and Recess
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Then, it is time to go home!
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Two School Districts
• Acton Public Schools

Grades K – 6
5 Elementary Schools
2500 Students

• Acton-Boxborough Regional Schools
Grades 7 – 12 
R.J. Grey Jr. High    Grades 7 & 8     1000 Students
Acton-Boxborough Regional High School

Grades 9 – 12     2000 Students

Students attend the Jr. High and High School 
from the five Acton elementary schools and 
Boxborough’s Blanchard elementary school.
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Five Elementary Schools

McCarthy-Towne Merriam

The Parker Damon Building

1/11/11 24

Five Elementary Schools

Conant

Douglas

Gates
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Five Elementary Schools
McCarthy-Towne   Rt. 111 – School Campus

Merriam Rt. 111  - School Campus

Conant Taylor Rd./Route 2

Douglas Elm St.       West Acton

Gates Spruce St.  West Acton

1/11/11 26

All Day and Half Day 
Kindergarten

• Each school has three kindergarten sections*: 

Two Half Day
» One AM    
» One PM
» Switch at end of January

One All Day
» Fee based    
» $4300 per year

*Merriam has a fourth kindergarten this year and will 
likely have a fourth kindergarten next year (3 half day 
and one all day)

1/11/11 27

Early and Late Schedules
• Early Schedule   8:30 – 2:45

2011: Conant, Merriam and McCarthy-Towne
Kindergarten 8:30 – 11:15      (Thursday  12:15)

12:00 – 2:45    

• Late Schedule 9:15 – 3:30
2011: Gates and Douglas
Kindergarten  9:15 – 12:00    (Thursday  1:00)

12:45 – 3:30

Elementary Schools have half days every Thursday - no PM Kindergarten

Early and Late Schedules alternate each year
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Kindergarten Entrance Age

Children reaching the age of five 
on or before
September 1st

are eligible and expected to be enrolled in 
Kindergarten in September of that 

calendar year.
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Priority Enrollment

Families will be placed at their first choice school if they 
meet certain criteria:

• Siblings of students currently in grades K-12 who attend or 
attended that elementary school.

• Walkers – families who live less than a one mile 
“safe walk”

• Some children with special needs

1/11/11 30

Children with 
Special Needs

• Most children with special needs can 
be placed at any of the five schools.

• If a child needs to be placed at a 
specific school, it will be discussed at 
the Team Meeting.
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English Language Learners

• We have support programs for children for whom 
English is not their primary language.

• The Registration form has questions related to 
spoken languages. The ELL Teacher will screen 
students before placement. 

• ELL is available at all elementary schools except 
for Gates.
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Handouts

• Kindergarten Registration Schedule -
Purple

• Kindergarten Handbook 2010 – YellowYellow

• Kindergarten Registration Forms- Blue

• Extended Day Program
Registration Form - WhiteWhite, 
Information Form - Goldenrod
Brochure - Pink 
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Registration Schedule
– School Daytime Tours – January - March

– Early Registration for Priority Candidates –
Siblings & Walkers Jan 18 9:00 am to 12:00 noon

and 7:00 to 9:00 pm
Jan 19  9:00 am to 12:00 noon

– School Based Parent Information Evening 
Meetings – Tuesday nights January 25 - March 1

– Kindergarten Registration for new families –
March 15th 9:00 am – 12:00 noon and 7:00 – 9:00 pm
March 16th 9:00 am – 12:00 noon

- Lottery and Placements: April
1/11/11 34

School Daytime Tours
1/19;    1/25;     2/2;     2/7
Conant, McCarthy-Towne and Merriam :

9:30 - 10:45     &
11:00 - 12:15

Douglas and Gates:
8:45 - 10:00     &

12:30 - 2:00
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Early Registration for 
Priority Candidates

• January 18 9:00 am – noon;  7:00 – 9:00 pm

• January 19 9:00 am – noon

– Siblings of current Acton/AB students

– Walkers
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Parent Information 
Evening Meetings

Will be held in the Cafetorium at each school

• Tuesday, January 25, 7:00 p.m. @ Gates
• Tuesday, February 1, 7:00 p.m. @ Merriam
• Tuesday, February 8, 7:00 p.m. @ Douglas
• Tuesday, February 15, 7:00 p.m. @ McCarthy-Towne
• Tuesday, March 1, 7:00 p.m. @ Conant
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Kindergarten Registration

• March 15th and  16th

– at R J Grey Junior High
•3/15 

– 9 am- noon  & 7 pm- 9 pm
•3/16 

– 9 am- noon
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All Day Kindergarten
• All-Day Kindergarten is an optional fee based program.  It is 

available at all schools.

• This year, All-Day Kindergarten tuition will be $4,300. 

• A non-refundable deposit of $430 will be due on May 13 to 
secure placement.  This payment will be applied to June, 2012.

• The remaining tuition is paid in nine monthly installments August 
1 to April 1. 

• Withdrawals will not be accepted after August 1.  After that 
date, families will be responsible for the full year’s tuition.
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All Day K Lottery

• One third of the students enrolled in each school 
will be able to attend all day kindergarten.

• Students are placed in a school first. Then the all 
day K lottery is held among the students in each 
school.  

• Historically, most schools have had a waitlist of 5-
15 students for the all day kindergarten program.
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Before and After School Care
• Available at all five schools plus Admin 

Building

• Community Ed Extended Day 
Gates; McCarthy-Towne; Conant; and Admin

• School Based Programs
Douglas and Merriam

Full Description at 8:15

1/11/11 41

What to bring to Registration?
• Copy of birth certificate or Passport

• Copy of immunization record & most 
recent physical exam from your physician.

• Complete all forms in packet:
Registration form
State demographic information form
Language Form
Completed CORI forms for each adult who may 
wish to volunteer for school activities
If applicable, All-Day Kindergarten form
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Child’s completed immunization history 
and record of a full physical completed 
within one year due at the school nurse’s 
office:  

July 31

Health Forms



1/11/11 43

Selecting a School
• Tour each school 

- visit K-3 classes 
- talk to the Principal

• Review available printed materials

• Check our website: http://ab.mec.edu
and each school’s website from there

• Attend parent nights at each school

• Talk to other parents 1/11/11 44

On School Tours and at Parent Evenings,
Ask About...

• Of what are the faculty and parents most 
proud?

• School staffing and structure

• The roles that parents play in the life of the 
school

• The school’s goals and improvement plan

 Watch and listen to how people 
relate to one another
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• Consider who your child is and what 
kinds of settings would work for him 
or her

• Consider which settings make you feel 
most comfortable

Making a Decision
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Kindergarten Enrollment 
and Class Size• In October 2008, there were 304 children enrolled in 15

sections. The average class size was 20.3.

• In October 2009, there were 340 children enrolled in 16
sections. The average class size was 21.3. A fourth 
kindergarten section was added to Merriam.

• In October 2010, there were 328 children enrolled in 16
sections. The average class size was 20.5. We continued to have 
a fourth kindergarten section at Merriam.

• The projection for 2011 is between 288 and 325 kindergarten 
students. The School Committee is budgeting for 16 sections, but
will make a final determination after March registration.. The 
fourth kindergarten would be at Merriam.
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Placement in Schools

• Siblings and Walkers register in 
January

• Post counts of siblings and walkers on 
school website late January

• New families enroll in March.
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Kindergarten Lottery
• Lottery Held in mid-April

Two parents (without kindergarteners)
from each school attend lottery. 

Each school is filled with first choices

Parents draw names for waitlists for over   
subscribed schools

Second choice students are placed, then third, etc. 

Once all five schools are full, an all day K 
lottery is held for each school.  
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What if we don’t get our 
first choice?

• Waitlists are kept for all schools.

• Your placement letter will tell you where you are 
on the waitlist.

• As new families move to town, they are placed 
making room for students to move schools. 

• We will call you if a spot opens up in your school.
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What if we don’t get into 
all day K

• Waitlists are kept for all schools

• We will call you if a spot opens up

• Non-refundable deposit is due May 13. 
Second month is due August 1.

• Community Ed offers extended day for the 
other half of the kindergarten day.
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Remember to Enjoy…
• Your child will have a wonderful kindergarten 

experience.

• You have an opportunity to learn a great deal about all 
five schools as well as the development of five year olds.

• See how happy the kids are in each of the schools.

• There are advantages to each of the schools
and each of the programs.

You can’t make a bad choice…

1/11/11 52

Questions?Questions?



Before and After School Before and After School 
ProgramsPrograms
January 2011January 2011

Before and After 
School Programs

• Various programs available across the five schools and 
the school administration building that provide care 
beginning at 7 am and ending at 6 pm.

• Last year we were able to place all students.

• Half day kindergarten program available for the other 
half of the kindergarten day.  There is  room for any 
kindergarten students who would like to attend.



AM Kindergarten Day

AM Kindergarten

7 AM to Before School

Half Day Kindergarten 
Extended Day

End of School Day 
Until 6 PM

PM Kindergarten Day

PM Kindergarten

7 AM to Before School

Half Day Kindergarten 
Extended Day

End of School Day 
Until 6 PM



All Day Kindergarten Day

7 AM to Before School

All Day Kindergarten 

End of School Day 
Until 6 PM

Before and After School Care
• Available at all five schools plus Admin Bldg

• Hours    All Programs
7 am until beginning of AM Kindergarten; 
End of PM Kindergarten until 6 pm

• Community Ed Extended Day 
Gates; McCarthy-Towne; Conant; and Admin

• School Based Programs
Merriam  “Merriam After Hours”
Douglas   “Douglas at Dawn/Dusk”



The Other Half of the 
Kindergarten Day

“Half Day Kin” Extended Day
• Community Education runs a program for half day 

kindergarteners 
– Admin Building
– Conant.

• If child is in AM Kindergarten 
Can Attend half day kin extended day in the afternoon

• If child is in PM Kindergarten 
Can attend half day kin extended day in the morning

• Switches in the middle of the year

Rates
• Various rate schedules depending on program, 

days per week, hours, etc.
See Handouts

• Example:  Half Day Kin Extended Day = 
$373 per month for all five days
$329 per month for four days per week
$179 per month for two days per week

• Before and after school additional



AM Kindergarten Day

AM Kindergarten

7 AM to Before School

Half Day Kindergarten 
Extended Day at 
Admin or Conant

End of School Day 
Until 6 PM

Douglas at Dawn

Merriam After 
Hours

Extended Day 
at Gates; 
Conant, McT, 
Admin

Admin Building or 
Conant

Extended Day at 
Gates; Conant, 
McT, Admin

Douglas Dusk

Merriam After   
Hours

PM Kindergarten Day

PM Kindergarten

7 AM to Before School

Half Day Kindergarten 
Extended Day at 
Admin or Conant

End of School Day 
Until 6 PM

Douglas at Dawn

Merriam After 
Hours

Extended Day 
at Gates; 
Conant, McT, 
Admin

Admin Building or 
Conant

Extended Day at 
Gates; Conant, 
McT, Admin

Douglas Dusk

Merriam After   
Hours



All Day Kindergarten Day

7 AM to Before School

End of School Day 
Until 6 PM

Douglas at Dawn

Merriam After 
Hours

Extended Day 
at Gates; 
Conant, McT, 
Admin

Extended Day at 
Gates; Conant, 
McT, Admin

Douglas Dusk

Merriam After   
Hours

All Day Kindergarten 

Registration
• Community Education Extended Day Programs

Half Day Kin; Before and/or After School
February 21 through March 4
Mail or Drop into Comm Ed at Admin Bldg. 
Lottery and Placement on March 7

• School Based Programs (Douglas/Merriam)
AFTER Placed in Schools  
(Learn more about these programs at the 

individual school visits.)



Registration
• Lottery and placement in Community Ed. 

Extended Day is held before kindergarten and 
all day K lottery.

• To be safe – sign up for Community Ed
$50 non-refundable deposit if you withdraw
later to sign up for another program 
( e.g. Douglas or Merriam )

• Community Ed will make adjustments once you 
are placed in a school.  $50 will be 
refunded if moved to All Day K.    

School Based Programs
• Merriam After Hours program will be described in 

more detail at Merriam K night Feb 1

• Douglas at Dawn/Dusk program will be described 
in more detail at Douglas K night Feb 8

• Flyers for all programs are in the lobby tonight.

• Registration takes place after child is placed at 
that school.

• Can withdraw from Community Ed Extended Day 
at that time.



Questions?Questions?
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